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Welcome! 

I hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration 

you need. Regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that 

is affecting your health and your home environment. 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they 

send an email to s.brandie@sympatico.ca to be added to the mailing list. 

To be removed from the newsletter, please email to Shirley  

 

 

    

  

  

  

 

 

 

**** A doctorôs letter verifying how wood smoke compromises 

your health or public health in general would be beneficial in 

showing that wood smoke truly is doing damage to you.**** 
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 "In a laboratory at 

Louisiana State 

University, researchers 

found that the free 

radicals produced from 

wood smoke are 

chemically active 40 

times longer than those 

produced from cigarette 

smoke, so that once 

inhaled they will attack 

the bodies cells longer. 

William Pryor, "Biological 

effects of cigarette 

smoke, wood smoke, 

and the smoke from 

plastics: the use of 

electron spin resonance" 

Free Radical Biology and 

Medicine, Vol.13:6(659-

676)" 1989 
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Mission Statement  
 

Our mission is to educate public officials, government and all    
citizens about wood smoke as a major form of hazardous air 
pollution that affects our health, u se of our property, water, 
crops, livestock, the environment and climate change.  We 
urge citizens everywhere to press for legislative changes to 
call wood smoke a public nuisance under state health codes 
and to ban all wood burning.ó 

òBreathing wood smoke is smoking !ó 
 

 
 

 
 

Title 

WWWOOOOOODDD   SSSMMMOOOKKKEEE      IIISSSSSSUUUEEESSS   
  

 
 

Fighting Wood Smoke 
Pollution from the 

Grassroots to Government 
Level 

 
 
 
 

mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
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Here is a new site that I have joined and hope that you will too. 

 

Itôs a place where both pro-wood burners and anti-wood 

burners can meet, talk and collaborate to try to find a solution 

to the wood smoke issue. This is a great opportunity to be able 

to hear both sides of the issue and input your  own thoughts 

 

I  think you will find that itôs a place where you are free to tell 

the burners why you feel the way you do and share your  stor ies 

of how wood smoke has changed your  lives forever . 

 

You may also find that all wood burners are not of the 

mentality as those you are dealing with at present. And, most 

impor tantly, they might be able to help all of you find solutions 

to your  problem. Simply ask them what they would do if they 

were in your  position and get their  input. Perhaps uploading 

your  photos (remember  to keep them small) will do much in 

showing others what we have all been through so that they 

understand why we feel as we do. 
 

Please join! 

 

Click here 
 
 
 

http://woodheat.org/woodpile/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=26:a-listing-and-review-of-some-anti-wood-heating-web-sites&catid=14:those-who-oppose-woodheat&Itemid=10
http://woodheat.org/woodpile/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=26:a-listing-and-review-of-some-anti-wood-heating-web-sites&catid=14:those-who-oppose-woodheat&Itemid=10
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Investigations of Smoke Complaints 
 

Below are a couple of links from the Agency for Toxic 

Substances and Disease Registry ( ATSDR ) that will show you 

how the investigation of a wood smoke complaint is handled. 

  

You will undoubtedly be surprised at how in-depth these 

investigations are. 
 

 

http://shirleybrandie.com/owb_investigation.pdf  

 

http://shirleybrandie.com/wood_smoke_complaint.pdf  
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/hac/pha/HCPHA.asp?State=MI
http://shirleybrandie.com/owb_investigation.pdf
http://shirleybrandie.com/wood_smoke_complaint.pdf


6 

 6 

Open Burn Laws Vary ( Indiana )  
   

By Aleasha Sandley,excerpted from the  Herald Bulletin    
http://www.theheraldbulletin.com/local/local_story_309225730.html     
 
ANDERSON ñ As leaves fall from trees and litter yards, Madison County 
residents have options on how to collect and dispose of them.  
  
One option, burning the leaves, can be popular around this time of year, but 
local ordinances and state laws dictate that leaf burners operate under strict 
rules in the process.  The Anderson Fire Department responds to open burning 
calls frequently in both the spring and fall, Deputy Chief Jerry Burmeister said.  
  
According to an Anderson city ordinance, open burning is defined as òany 
burning of wood products wherein the products of combustion are emitted 
directly into the ambient air without passing through a stack or chimney.ó 
  
Residences within city limits can burn items during the months of October 
through May if the burning is done in a non -combustible container with 
enclosed vented sides, a bottom and wire mesh coveri ng, according to the 
ordinance. Burning is prohibited within apartment complexes and mobile home 
parks. òThere can be no open burning on the ground,ó Burmeister said. 
  
All burning has to occur during daylight hours in Anderson with the fires 
extinguished by 6 p.m., and all open burns must be attended at all times.  
  
The Anderson ordinance also says that òany burning which creates an air 
pollution problem, a nuisance or a fire hazard shall be immediately 
extinguished.ó 
  
Burmeister said the Anderson Fire Department extinguishes open fires if they 
receive a complaint about them.  
  
òIf someone calls us and they have a breathing problem, if itõs a nuisance 
weõre going to put it out,ó he said. òWeõre going to put it out regardless.ó 
  
Ann Swartz, who lives in an unincorporated area near Chesterfield, said open 
burning has caused health problems for her over several years. Swartz suffers 
from fibromyalgia and multiple chemical sensitivity, she said, conditions that 
are worsened each time she is exposed to smoke fr om open fires, including 
fatigue and depression.  òMy blood pressure goes up,ó she said. òI canõt 
breathe; I ache all over. You feel like youõve been run over by a truck. When I 
get exposed to something like this, it all comes aback again.ó 
  

 

http://www.theheraldbulletin.com/local/local_story_309225730.html
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Tiny Pollutio n Particles Linked To Lung Cancer  
 

http://www.ens -newswire.com/ens/mar2002/2002 -03-06-07.asp  
Excerpted from the article b y Cat Lazaroff  
 
Long term exposure to soot filled air carries n early the same risk of lung cancer 
as breathing second hand smoke. A new study by researchers in the United 
States and Canada finds that breathing air containing high concentrations of 
tiny soot and dust particles increases the risk of dying from lung canc er and 
heart disease. 
 
Breathing smoggy air containing fine pollution particles can be as dangerous 
as breathing second hand cigarette smoke, a new study suggests . 
Previous studies have linked soot in the air to many respiratory ailments and 
even death, bu t the new study is the most definitive yet on the long term 
impact of such air pollution, according to New York University (NYU) School of 
Medicine and Brigham Young University researchers who led the study.  
Over many years, the danger of breathing soot f illed air in polluted cities is 
comparable to the health risks associated with long term exposure to second 
hand smoke, according to the authors of the study, which evaluated the effects 
of air pollution on human health over a 16 year period.  
The researchers calculated that the number of deaths from lung cancer 
increases by eight percent for every additional 10 micrograms of fine 
particulate matter found in a cubic meter of air.  
"This study is compelling because it involved hundreds of thousands of people 
in many cities across the U.S. who were followed for almost two decades," said 
George Thurston, associate professor of environmental medicine at NYU School 
of Medicine, the study's co -leader.  
Investigators from University of Ottawa and the American Cancer Society also 
collaborated on the study, which is published in this week's issue of the 
"Journal of the American Medical Association."  
 
Coal burning power plants are a major source of smog and soot pollution .   
The study assesses the impact of particles smaller than 2.5 micrometers, called 
fine particulate matter, in cities across the United States. It analyzes data from 
some 500,000 adults who were followed from 1982 to 1998 as part of an 
ongoing cancer study.  
The data, which included cause of death, were linked to air pollution levels for 
cities nationwide using advanced statistical modeling. The researchers 
controlled for individual risk factors such as age, smoking status, body mass 
and diet, as well as for regional differences among the study population s. 
The number of deaths from lung cancer increases by eight percent for every 10 
micrograms of fine particulate matter per cubic meter, the researchers found. 
Larger particles and gaseous pollutants were generally not as associated with 
higher number of de aths. 

http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/mar2002/2002-03-06-07.asp
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"The increased risk of lung cancer and heart disease from air pollution was 
clearly far less than the risks associated with active cigarette smoking," said 
Arden Pope, professor of economics at Brigham Young University in Provo, 
Utah, the study's co -leader. "However, we found that the risk of dying from 
lung cancer as well as heart disease in the most polluted cities was comparable 
to the risk associated with nonsmokers being exposed to second hand smoke 
over a long period of time."  
 
Trash incinerator s emit tiny particles of pollution .   
The health dangers of tiny particles of soot in the air have been the focus of 
considerable controversy since 1997, when the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) issued new regulations tightening its standards to cover particles 
smaller than 2.5 micr ometers. For comparison, a human hair is 100 
micrometers thick.  
Particles this small are easily drawn into the aveoli, the smallest air sacs of the 
lungs. Because the lung is slow to clear foreign bodies from that deep within its 
system, the soot deposits  can cause damage over long periods of time.  
Sources of small particulate matter pollutants include diesel bus and truck 
emissions as well as ordinary auto exhausts, industrial and utility smokestacks, 
mining and construction.  
These industries fought the EPA's 1997 regulations, taking their case as far as 
the U.S. Supreme Court. The EPA prevailed in February 2001 when the nation's 
highest court ruled unanimously that the federal government need not consider 
the financial costs of meeting clean air standards  when creating new 
regulations.  
But because of the industry challenges, the EPA has yet to issue rules 
describing the measures states must use to meet the fine particle regulations.  
 
The EPA's 1997 rules reduced the amount of pollution that trucks and othe r 
vehicles are allowed to emit .   
John Kirkwood, president and CEO of the American Lung Association, said the 
study adds urgency to the need for the EPA to immediately implement strong 
new rules to curb fine particle emissions.  
"This research dramatically  underscores the urgent need for EPA to limit the 
emission of these cancer causing particles," said Kirkwood. "It's been almost 
five years and EPA has yet to issue the rules needed to implement its own 
health standards. The scientific evidence keeps mounti ng." 
In 1997, the EPA set annual average limits for fine particular matter in cities to 
15 micrograms per cubic meter. Many cities presently exceed that standard, 
though particulate air pollution levels have fallen considerably since 1979, the 
earliest yea r covered by the current study.  
For example, from 1979 to 1983, the annual average was 24 micrograms per 
cubic meter in New York City, and 27 micrograms per cubic meter in Los 
Angeles. In 1999 and 2000, the annual average was 16 micrograms per cubic 
meter in New York and 20 micrograms per cubic meter in Los Angeles.  
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Despite this improvement, the study shows that current U.S. levels of fine 
particulate matter air pollution are still high enough to be associated with a 
significantly increased risk of cancer a nd cardio-pulmonary deaths.  
The new study extends previous studies that linked chronic exposure to the 
small particles to deaths from lung cancer and other causes, and addresses 
many of the criticisms of the earlier studies. For example, it extends the fol low 
up analysis of an earlier study by Dr. Pope and colleagues of this same group of 
patients.  
 
Open air trash burning releases particulate pollution . 
The current study also expands exposure data to include data on gaseous 
pollutants and the newest data on  fine particulate matter collected nationwide 
in 1999 and 2000. It incorporates individual level information on other cancer 
risk factors such as occupation and diet, including total fat consumption and 
consumption of fruit and vegetables.  
The EPA is now considering new rules for limiting the emission of the particles 
that would apply to the major sources of smog and soot: power plants, 
incinerators, industrial smokestacks, and motor vehicles.  
However, the agency is also considering an overhaul of the new source review 
section of the Clean Air Act. The provision requires large air pollution sources 
that are too old to be covered by the Act to install new emissions control 
equipment if they undergo significant upgrades or increase their capacity.  
"The EPA is considering weakening the Clean Air Act as it applies to many of the 
largest sources of particle pollution - coal fired power plants, refineries, pulp 
and paper mills, and other large industrial facilities," said the American Lung 
Association's Kirkwood. "In the meantime, we are no closer to protecting 
people's health because EPA has not acted." 
 
The cancer study was supported by a grant from the National Institutes of 
Health and in part by government grants to the NYU School of Medicine's 
National Institu te of Environmental Health Sciences Center for Environmental 
Health and to its EPA Particulate Matter Health Research Center.  
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Outdoor wood boilers and wood stove emissions 

 
Office of Air and Radiation Communications Office  

US EPA  

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  

Washington, DC 20460-003 

  

April 10, 2009 

    

  

Dear Representative of the USA EPA, 

  

Since I became ill last year from nearly 24/7 involuntary inhalation of wood 

smoke, I have been writing to the EPA in Albany and to other local 

agencies, town and state officials, expressing my concerns surrounding the 

critical issue of the burning of wood to supply residential heat and hot 

water.  I have presented data from reputable sources citing the harmful 

contaminants contained in wood smoke emissions, which can be compared 

to tobacco smoke.  

  

Many of us live in areas where there is an ever-increasing burning of wood 

for heat and recreation.  The caustic smoke from wood burning devices 

poses severe health hazards as well as environmental danger.  As a 

companion to fire wood, the burning of biomass is of dire matter.  NASA 

scientists are still investigating the effects that burning biomass will have 

upon our health and planet, yet the EPA advocates the burning of biomass 

on its website.  Regardless of the countless letters you more than likely 

receive regarding air pollution and wood smoke concerns, still you promote 

wood burning on your website, and even offer tax credits for wood stoves 

installed in 2009/2010.  While I had hoped we were making progress 

conveying the urgency of these issues, and that our government was 

listening, I am now frustrated and totally dismayed by the apparent actions, 

or lack thereof, of the EPA.   

  

Is the EPA not here for the health and welfare of citizens of the USA?   

  

Your website warns of the risks of tobacco smoke. There are countless 

advertisements on television and radio, including flyers in circulation, 

warning of the dangers of first and second hand cigarette smoke exposure, 
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yet nothing is being done to protect residents from the almost identical threat 

of the inhalation of chemicals and toxins that are emitted from wood smoke.  

There is an undeniable correlation between tobacco smoke and wood smoke 

risk and damage.  Thankfully, no smoking bans are in place in many public 

locations, yet again, I must question why residents are forced to inhale the 

putrid, noxious fumes of outdoor wood boilers and wood stoves on a regular 

basis? 

  

 

One can escape the hazards of cigarette smoke.  One cannot escape 

neighboring wood smoke that surrounds private property and homes, 

seeping inside through closed windows, walls, roofs, cracks and during 

everyday air exchange.  The air inside our homes contains approximately 

70% of the pollution found outside. It should be taken into consideration that 

air pollution from tobacco and wood smoke contributes to rising healthcare 

costs due to the illnesses caused and/or aggravated by both sources of air 

contamination.  Still, the wood smoke crisis is, for the most part, ignored. 

  

Smoke Free Dutchess is running a smoke free housing television campaign, 

as are other agencies.  One television ad pictures a child playing on the floor 

and states: Cigarette smoke can seep through walls and floors. You donôt 

have to smell it to be affected. It shows swirling smoke actually entering the 

room through electrical outlets. It warns of the dangers and health hazards of 

this second hand smoke invading apartment housing. When tobacco and 

wood smoke share the same poisonous elements and effects, which I am sure 

you must be aware of, why then is the public not being warned of the health 

hazards of the involuntary inhalation of wood smokeðand why does wood 

smoke invading our private property (homes and yards) not fall under the 

same protective guidelines the EPA has set forth for tobacco smoke? 

  

From your website: Health Effects of Wood Smoke  

Smoke may smell good, but it's not good for you. If you are healthy, you are 

not usually at major risk from smoke. Still, it's a good idea to avoid 

breathing smoke if you can help it.  
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How can we avoid breathing wood smoke when we live in close proximity 

to neighboring wood stoves and OWBs? The EPA website publicizes tax 

credits for burning wood and even offers wood stove exchange programs.  

 

 

This is both amazing and confusing.  Is this not a contradiction?  How can 

you have it both ways? Exposure to and inhalation of wood smoke is either 

acceptable or not; there is irrefutable scientific proof that wood smoke is a 

serious health issue, as well as a contributor to climate change due to black 

carbon emissions and particulate matter. 

  

I have yet to receive a response to any of my numerous communications to 

the EPA, DEC, town or state officials.  I would very much appreciate a 

response from you.  Please explain to me the reasoning behind the advocacy 

of strict tobacco laws and bans, while allowing thousands of people to be 

exposed to wood smoke that is 40 times more potent and remains in our 

lungs, tissues and other organs, 12 times longer?  Wood smoke is a public 

nuisance, invasion of privacy, health and environmental danger that deprives 

residents of the right to enjoy their lives and property in health and serenity. 

  

 

 

My letter is not intended to be a criticism of the EPA, but rather is a query as 

to the reasoning behind your actions.  Help me to understand why our 

government agencies refuse to strictly regulate wood smoke, along with a 

future goal of banning it completely for the health and welfare of humans, 

wildlife and environment.   

  

We, as a nation, must make every effort to fight air pollution for health and 

environmental conservation. I sincerely hope to hear from you.  

  

Victoria Valentine 

http://woodsmokefreeny.com 
 

 
 
 
 

 

http://woodsmokefreeny.com/
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Throw the EPA Burner Out   

By Vic Steblin, March 24, 2009 
2570 Laurier Crescent, Prince George, BC, 250-564-1123, vsteblin@sd57.bc.ca 

 

! ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά²ƻƻŘ-ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀƴέ ǎƻ ά5ƻƴΩǘ 
ǘƘǊƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘƘǿŀǘŜǊέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά.ǳǊƴŜŘ 
wood has a net lower greenhouse gas effect when compared to rotting 
wood because burned wood does not produce methane ς methane having 
ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƴŜǘ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Ǝŀǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŀƴ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŘƛƻȄƛŘŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ 
mentioned was www.epa.gov/woodstoves. 
 
This site also mentions the health problems of fine particulate. Danger to 
health concerns me more than global warming. If people are truly 
concerned about reducing carbon dioxide and global warming then they 
should get active, wear warm clothes and turn down the central heating. 
 
The wood industry and also our government promotes the burning of wood 
waste. Using wood may seem to save money and provide jobs but the 
smoke damages health in the long term. 
 
The methane production of rotting wood as compared to burning is just an 
attempt to promote burning and I am not convinced. Nature does a lot 
ƳƻǊŜ ǊƻǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǘǘƛƴƎ ǿƻƻŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ōŀŘΦ 
 
In my opinion it is time we banned all solid fuel burning especially in city 
limits. I do not think that burning wood can ever be clean when compared 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŦǳŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ά¢ƘǊƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ƻŦ ǿƻƻŘ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƳƻƪŜέΦ 

 
 

Vic Steblin   vsteblin@sd57.bc.ca 

BSc Honours Math, MA Math Education from UBC  

Currently teaching math in a secondary school in Prince George, B.C. 

 

http://www.epa.gov/woodstoves
mailto:vsteblin@sd57.bc.ca
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Clean Air Videos  
 

Making a Difference: Air Quality and Your Health  
 
The award -winning video Making a Difference: Air 
Quality and Your Health  was created to advance public 
understanding of air pollution, its sources and health 
effects. A collaborative, multi -agency effort to address 
shared air quality management concerns between British 
Columbia and Washington State, the video is divided into 
four chapters and provides real -life examples of 
individuals, communities and government affecting 
positive changes.  
 
Choose to watch one or all of four video chapters below.  
 
 
 

Click here to download it  
 
 

Once youõve watched the video, please provide your 
anonymous feedback using their online video evaluation 
form.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bc.lung.ca/airquality/airquality_and_your_health_video.html
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Editorial 
 

Now that winter is upon us many people are suffering greatly from the 

effects of wood smoke that is invading their homes. Instead of looking out 

the windows at glistening white snow instead they see dark speckles on the 

snow, those speckles being output from neighboring wood smoke. I 

remember it vividly as our snow was speckled also up until the burning was 

ended. 

Not only that, what they see out their windows is clouds of wood smoke of 

varying colors , the colors depending on what is being burned at the time, 

surrounding the neighborhood. 

Not a beautiful winter holiday scene at all. Can you imagine a Seasonôs 

Greetings card with a scene like that imprinted on it? 

Now that their hopes for that beautiful special holiday scene are dashed, 

once again by the neighborôs ñneed to burnò, they decide that the stench and 

irritating fumes are just too much to impose on their guests and give up the 

idea of a family get-together in their home again this year. 

They busy themselves with trying to find something that will get the stench 

out of their house so that they can try to make the best of it. Nothing works 

and depression sets in. 

In this day and age it is beyond belief that there are people that, even when 

they have been made aware of the discomfort they are causing with their 

wood burning, continue to stoke that burner and fumigate the neighbors. 

For as many years as I have been researching the psyches of burners, I have 

not come up with why they have the need to hurt others. I know it is there 

but I canôt put my finger on it yet. Some have suggested pyromania, control 

issues, mental illnesses and even a wood fetish.  

They say that you cannot help someone if they donôt think they need help. 

But we must not forget that we are the victims of their smoke. And, we donôt 

like to be thought of as victims. We are stronger than that! We will fight for 

our right to breathe fresh air in our own homes and yards! 

This is a goal for all of us at the start of a brand new year. Letôs make 2010 

the year we take back the air! 

 

Shirley 
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Wood stove use, weather likely culprits of pollution  
 

Some Nanaimo neighbourhoods worse than others  
 
Excerpted from the article by: Dustin Walker, The Daily News  
Published: Tuesday, November 10, 2009 
 

Neighbourhoods around Departure Bay, south Nanaimo and Long 
Lake had the highest levels of particulate air pollution in Nanaimo 
late last winter, data from air quality monitoring suggests.  
And improper use of wood stoves, weather and topography are 
likely the culprits.  
 
Ministry of Environment researchers drove up and down the streets 
of Nanaimo on 14 nights between Jan. 14 to April 14, using a device 
that takes "snapshots" of the amount of fine particulate air polluti on 
(or PM 2.5) in the city at the time.  
 
Nanaimo is considered to have good overall air quality, however, 
health officials have suggested that wood smoke could be behind 
Vancouver Island's higher-than-average hospital admission rate for 
respiratory diseases for people under the age of 15. The City of 
Nanaimo plans to use the monitoring information to target their 
educational campaigns about proper wood -burning in these 
neighbourhoods. 
 
It's not necessarily how much is burned but where the material is 
burned that has a major impact on a neighbourhood's air quality, 
said Earle Plain, air quality meteorologist with the Ministry of 
Environment. And if such burning takes place in a geographical area 
that traps in smoke, the quality is more likely to be diminished . On 
some nights, Departure Bay had spikes in PM 2.5 that were between 
40 and 82 micrograms, while at the same time some areas of north 
Nanaimo showed levels between 2 and 21 micrograms. 
 
Areas around Long Lake and Diver Lake also had elevated levels of 
PM 2.5 compared to the rest of Nanaimo, as did areas along Victoria 
Road and Seventh Street in South Nanaimo, extending to Comox and 
Terminal Roads on occasion, according to the air quality research. 

http://www2.canada.com/nanaimodailynews/news/story.html?id=04b86fb3-2118-455e-abc6-b174c2ee05b8&k=88241
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Plain stressed that this hike in particulate matter level doesn't 
represent the amount of emissions floating through the air in an 
average day, and suspects that the spike in PM 2.5 in the area is 
linked to the improper use of wood stoves.  
 

 
Two nights of monitoring saw "dead calm" conditions with a lot of 
fog, w hich Plain said trapped most of the emissions in the valley 
bottoms. During these times, smoke was detected across the 
community.  
But on a few cold evenings, the disparity became more clear, said 
Plain, as the PM 2.5 levels around Departure Bay, South Nanaimo 
and Long Lake/Divers Lake increased. 
But in April, which brought warmer weather, the levels of 
particulate matter dropped considerably.  
 
"So what it indicates is that there's something going on in February 
and January that's not happening in April, whi ch is probably home 
heating," said Plain.  
Departure Bay also has topography working against it. Air moves like 
water when its cold, he explained. So when people at higher 
elevations use their wood stoves at night, that smoke flows downhill 
toward the ocean . 
 
"What it indicates is there is probably a fair amount of wood stove 
use in that neighbourhood. It's a continuous drainage down through 
the neighbourhood towards the water and it's picking up those hot 
spots," said Plain. He also suspects that the breeze  from the ocean 
is "stacking up" the smoke in Departure Bay. 
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Teaming Up With Others:  Strength In Numbers 

 
Like tobacco smoke, wood smoke can be banned or regulated in cities or states. Our 

national elected officials also need to hear from us.  Please contact any of the names 

below--you do not have to live in their area to build our network.  Nor do you have 

to leave your name if you prefer not to.  But we all need to build a network for 

strength in numbers. 

 

Here is a partial list of contacts who are working on wood smoke issues from 

various states and regions. Please click here to email me if you are willing to have 

your email address or other information published in this newsletter monthly to 

connect with others.  

 

Name Email State/Province 

Shirley  

 

s.brandie@sympatico.ca 

Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net 
        
http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca  

 

 

Ontario, 

Canada 

Victoria Valentine 

 

stopwoodsmoke@woodsmokefreeny.com 

Web site: http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com  

 

New York, 

U.S.A. 

 

Julie Mellum 

 

 

info@takebacktheair.com 

Web site: http://www.takebacktheair.com  

 

 

Minneapolis 

U.S.A. 

 

Vic Steblin 
 

vsteblin@sd57.bc.ca  

 

Prince George, British Columbia, 

Canada 

 Short Letters about Air Quality are 

listed in OPINION section of 

www.pachapg.ca 

 

Vicki Morell  

 

vmorell@telus.net 

Website: http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca  

 "A breath of fresh air - for all generations" 

 

 

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada  

  

604-322-6744 

 

Mary Rozenberg 

 

Mary.rozenberg@gmail.com  

http://BurningIssues.org  

 

Point Arena, CA in Mendocino 

County, USA 

 

mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
mailto:stopwoodsmoke@woodsmokefreeny.com
http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com/
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://www.takebacktheair.com/
mailto:vsteblin@sd57.bc.ca
http://www.pachapg.ca/
mailto:vmorell@telus.net
http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
mailto:Mary.rozenberg@gmail.com
http://burningissues.org/
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Julie Burgo 

 

Jbamonteburgo@gmail.com 

 

 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

USA 

 

 

Ernest Grolimund  

 

 

egrolimund@msn.com  

 

19 Johnson Hts.,  

Waterville, Maine USA  04901 

207-861-5765 

 
Giulia D'Alesio 

 

 

jaguarg90@hotmail.com 

 

Notre-Dame-De-L'ile Perrot  

Quebec, Canada 

Phone and fax (514) 425-5288 

 

Janet Irvine 

 

 

janetirvine@shaw.ca 

 

 

Nanaimo, B.C. 

Canada 

 

 

 Linda Beaudin 

 

 

 

airisprecious@gmail.com  
  

Cornwall, Ontario  

Canada 

  

Nathalie Doiron 

 

  

Nathalie_doiron@hotmail.com  
  

Quebec, Canada 

 

  

    

   

  
 
 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Jbamonteburgo@gmail.com
mailto:egrolimund@msn.com
mailto:jaguarg90@hotmail.com
mailto:janetirvine@shaw.ca
mailto:airisprecious@gmail.com
mailto:Nathalie_doiron@hotmail.com
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NEW TO CANADA 
 

Canadian Clean Air Alliance  

 
 A totally new Canadian site that deals with wood smoke pollution.  

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to educate public officials, government and all citizens 
about wood smoke as a major form of hazardous air pollution that 
affects our health, use of our property, water, crops, livestock, the 
environment and climate change. We urge citizens everywhere to press 
for legislative changes to call wood smoke a public nuisance under state 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƻŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŀƴ ŀƭƭ ǿƻƻŘ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎΦέ 

 
ά.ǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƻƻŘ ǎƳƻƪŜ ƛǎ ǎƳƻƪƛƴƎΗέ 

 

                                                                    

 
 

We are looking to include every province in Canada.  
Please email to Shirley to start a provincial page for your province. 

 

 
 
 

                                  Photos and Videos 

http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
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To see some photos that victims of wood smoke have sent click here 

 

To have your own listed, send an email to: s.brandie@sympatico.ca 
 

Click here for a video sent from Quebec 

 

 

 

Just a few photos to show to your public officials and others you want to convince 
that only a  ban on smoke release will change this!  

Click here for videos 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/canada_us_victims.htm
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
http://shirleybrandie.com/smoke_invading.AVI
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Videos.htm
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LINKS & MORE  
 

 
Click here for a heart-breaking story &  video of a family subjected to wood smoke. 
 

 

Click here to see Clive Stottôs peaceful, but meaningful protest of forestry burning 

in Australia.  
 

 

 

 

  

Wood 

Burner 

Smoke 

 
Editorõs Site 

 
   

 

 

 
cleanairtas.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

  

 
 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/lynn_smoke.wmv
http://woodburnersmoke.net/smoke_001.WMV
http://woodburnersmoke.net/smoke_001.WMV
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://www.cleanairtas.com/
http://cleanairtas.com/phpbb/index.php?sid=d0cdd088e05532fcb7232cf8c0e6e359
http://noccawood.ca/

