
 

1  

 
  

The Wood Smoke Activist  
Network  
November 2011 Newsletter 

 

Educating the world about the health and climate impacts of 
wood smoke and combustion aerosols. 

 

Editor: Shirley Brandie 
  
11/1/2011 

 



 

2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome! 

We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration 

you need. Regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that 

is affecting your health and your home environment. 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they 

send an email to  s.brandie@hotmail.com  to be added to the mailing list. 

   

 

                                   Volume 3, Issue 10 
                             November, 2011 

 

                     Editor:  Shirley Brandie   

                    Co - Editor: Julie Mellum  

 

 

Mission Statement  
 

Our mission is to educate public officials, government and all    
citizens about wood smoke as a major form of  hazardous air 
pollution that affects our health, u se of our property, water, 
crops, livestock, the environment and climate change.  We 
urge citizens everywhere to press for legislative changes to 
call wood smoke a public nuisance under state health codes 
and to ban all wood burning.ó 

  
 

   
 

 
   

 
 

Fighting Wood Smoke 
Pollution from the 

Grassroots to Government 
Level 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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Newsworthy Links  

  

Woodbury resident loses lawsuit against city 

 

Excerpt: A Woodbury man who sued the city for not allowing him to operate 

an outdoor boiler lost his battle. 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

Mayor Talks About Repercussions of Wood Burning 

 

Excerpt: Puget Sound Clean Air Agency says it is the reason behind serious 

air-pollution problems in U.P. and the county. 

  
 

 2011 Oct. 4: CT: Information for those suffering from neighbor's wood ... 

RAWSEP Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates. Skip to content. News 

ï States of U.S. ï Selected · News ï International ï Selected · Opinion ... 

rawsep.wordpress.com/.../2011-oct-4-ct-information-for-those... 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What You Should Know About Residential Wood Smoke Pollution 

Smoke from wood burning stoves and fireplaces is a major contributor to ... Wood 

smoke produces particulate pollution: Scientific studies have now linked ... 

www.co.marin.ca.us/.../WoodsmokeDocForMarinPlanning.pdf 

 

 

City prohibits wood boilers 

Clare County Review 

Fire Chief James Chapman said the concerns were blight and smoke. ñThis is not 

something we brought to you with ease.   

  

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

New ordinance aims to curtail wood-burning furnaces 

Shore News Today 

Residents said they appreciated the move, but worried it wouldn't stop another wood-

burning furnace from being installed somewhere in the future.   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.woodburybulletin.com/event/article/id/39152/
http://universityplace.patch.com/articles/e-mail-to-the-editor-mayor-talks-about-repercussions-of-wood-burning
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://rawsep.wordpress.com/2011/10/04/2011-oct-4-ct-information-for-those-suffering-from-neighbors-wood-smoke/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQAhgAIAEoATACOABAv_O59ARIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=DCp-yz7zuqo&usg=AFQjCNFh9_jsqpOrfNiImvZ8qFSOhcsMUg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://rawsep.wordpress.com/2011/10/04/2011-oct-4-ct-information-for-those-suffering-from-neighbors-wood-smoke/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQAhgAIAEoBDACOABAv_O59ARIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=DCp-yz7zuqo&usg=AFQjCNFh9_jsqpOrfNiImvZ8qFSOhcsMUg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.co.marin.ca.us/depts/CD/main/pdf/building_safety/WoodsmokeDocForMarinPlanning.pdf&ct=ga&cad=CAcQAhgAIAEoATAFOABAvbfQ8wRIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=P-gM2xTL-n8&usg=AFQjCNG_llmEuWxdBADDe-Xjh8eCZFk0zA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.co.marin.ca.us/depts/CD/main/pdf/building_safety/WoodsmokeDocForMarinPlanning.pdf&ct=ga&cad=CAcQAhgAIAEoBDAFOABAvbfQ8wRIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=P-gM2xTL-n8&usg=AFQjCNG_llmEuWxdBADDe-Xjh8eCZFk0zA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.clarecountyreview.com/2011/09/city-prohibits-wood-boilers/&ct=ga&cad=CAEQAhgAIAAoATAAOABA2ciq8wRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=oY_9DlGeC14&usg=AFQjCNGqI48wHJuzJ617ONXEHXkDQSGARw
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.shorenewstoday.com/snt/news/index.php/cape-may/cape-may-gazette/16590-new-ordinance-aims-to-curtail-wood-burning-furnaces.html&ct=ga&cad=CAEQAhgAIAAoATAAOABA1-zp8wRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=A8LJdh_BtOQ&usg=AFQjCNE61nuT_BFvhp4mCR54PKTOmV8J_w
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An important petition  

 
Please sign this petition to help get global action taken 

  

 

The use of Indoor and outdoor Wood Boilers need to be banned in 

villages and Hamlets.  

 

These appliances create enormous amounts of pollution for 

inhabitants. Houses are all in close proximity to each other. The 

operation of these boilers creates a smoke that is high in particulate 

matter. The smoke is heavy and stays close to the ground thus 

affecting the inhabitants.  

 

Houses are all in close proximity to each other. The operation of 

these boilers creates a smoke that is high in particulate matter. The 

smoke is heavy and stays close to the ground thus affecting the 

inhabitantôs clean air. With Kids and a high rate of asthma in the 

US there need to protect them and their families. This pollution has 

gone on for 10 years with no action. 
 
 

 
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/ban-indoor-and-outdoor-wood-boilers-in-
villages-and-hamlets/ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/ban-indoor-and-outdoor-wood-boilers-in-villages-and-hamlets/
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/ban-indoor-and-outdoor-wood-boilers-in-villages-and-hamlets/
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Another very important petition that should be signed 

 
A unique new opportunity to get our clean air message to President  
Obama. 
 
The White House has launched a new online tool called "We the People"  
that allows the public to launch online petitions to deliver messages  
directly to the administration.  
 
Every petition that reaches at least 5,000 signatures will get special  
attention and will be personally reviewed by key policy experts in the  
White House. 
 
There is a clean air petition up right now I hope you'll sign today  
(http://support.edf.org/site/R?i=8CbWitoosm0Y69z_gsWnTQ  ). We only need 
1,137 more signatures to reach 
the 5,000 signature threshold - and yours could be the one to  
put us over the top.  
 
Please follow these three simple steps to help deliver our clean air  
message to President Obama: 
 
1. Go to the clean air petition:  
http://support.edf.org/site/R?i=KvFUHDClileFqrSwSjS5XA  
 
2. Before you can sign this, you'll have to register with  
Whitehouse.gov's We the People tool (don't blame us - 
this is a White House tool). Registration only takes about a  
minute, but does involve entering your personal information and  
email address and confirming your registration via email.  
 
3. Once you're registered, please go back to the petition and sign  
your name: 
 
http://support.edf.org/site/R?i= -KnGzGaNbVxb_OkSelkn-A 
 
When you're done with that, please use the social sharing tools  
available through We the People to help spread the word about this  
important petition.  
 
 
And this petition is VERY important. Like millions of parents around  
the country, Alexandra Allred has a son, Tommy, who suffers from  
chronic asthma. On bad pollution days, Tommy has trouble breathing.  

http://support.edf.org/site/R?i=8CbWitoosm0Y69z_gsWnTQ
http://support.edf.org/site/R?i=KvFUHDClileFqrSwSjS5XA
http://support.edf.org/site/R?i=-KnGzGaNbVxb_OkSelkn-A
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Ms. Allred's petition expresses disappointment with the White House's  
recent decision to delay life -saving smog standards and urges 
President Obama to stand strong in support of clean air standards that  
hold polluters accountable and protect our families.  
 
With so many pro-polluter bills working  their way through Congress, we  
need a White House that will protect Americans and not cave to the  
pressure from the lavishly funded big polluter lobby.  
 
Please sign Ms. Allred's clean air petition today and tell President  
Obama we need him on our side - not the polluters:  
 
http://support.edf.org/site/R?i=6fWAQG7oBnI6NKhDSVkFdg  
 
Thanks for your incredible support,  
Sam Parry 
Director, Online Membership and Activism  

 
 

 
 

  

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://support.edf.org/site/R?i=6fWAQG7oBnI6NKhDSVkFdg
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Wood Stove Exchange Program 

In my opinion the Woodstove Exchange Program is misguided. On 

the surface it is praiseworthy because the Prince George Air 

Quality Implementation Committee is actually trying to do 

something about poor air quality. But the program actually 

encourages residents to keep on burning, which is the major 

problem.  

Older stoves produce particles that are mainly stopped by upper 

lung defences. Newer stoves produce particles capable of entering 

the blood. This is not a good exchange! 

A better approach is to persuade all residents to stop burning. Of 

course reasonable explanations and simple requests will probably 

not work so bylaws should be changed to outlaw any burning in 

city limits.  

Our children and health must come first and residents must totally 

butt out with any burning! Responsible citizens should put the 

good of the whole community ahead of individual habits. 
 

 
Article by: Vic Steblin ï Bsc Honours Math, MA Math education from 

UBC-retired. 
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The willingness of a Nation 

By Linda Baker Beaudin - Air Is Precious 

The willingness of a Nation to adopt and adapt to new policies regarding the health and 

well-being of millions, has over the years been acknowledged most gratefully and greeted 

with acceptance by millions, who grasp the correlation between the negative impact of 

toxins in our life and laws to protect us and prohibit their use. An example of change in 

policy was the prohibition of Tobacco smoking in schools, hospitals, work places, 

restaurants, planes, vehicles with young children and many other venues. 

Documented evidence revealed that first hand tobacco smoke was a deadly killer. 

Medical and scientific research state that second and third-hand tobacco smoke causes 

harm, illness and suffering for those exposed to Tobaccoôs caustic chemical compounds. 

Many cities have initiated further prohibition of Tobacco smoking which has expanded to 

include outside playgrounds, swimming pool areas where children gather, sports fields, 

parks, public walking and hiking trails, docks, marinas, and outside public buildings. 

Banning tobacco has saved millions of lives. 

Citizens want Tobacco smoking bans to include all outdoor areas because of the safety, 

well being and protection of their family. Clean air is a life necessity and a right. Citizens 

are also demanding Woodsmoke-free communities. Our survival depends on our ability 

to breathe healthy air that is tobacco-smoke-free and Woodsmoke-free. That is not 

possible when ñsmokersò and Woodburners foul up the air with cancer causing chemicals 

that invade and assault our lungs, make us ill, trigger asthmatic events that require 

medical intervention and place our immediate and long term health at risk. 

Education and awareness usher in accepted changes in how society views the toxins that 

invade our home, lungs and life every day. We know that Woodsmoke, through 

scientific, medical and environmental research, reveals that any amount of exposure to 

Woodsmoke emissions (PM 2.5) can be even deadlier to our health and life than tobacco 

smoke. Woodsmoke from all Woodburning fire places, Woodburning stoves, OWBs, 

Pellet stoves, Pellet Plants, Biomass Plants and all outdoor open air burning which 

include Fire Pits, Chimineas, Wood fuelled cooking appliances and all Woodburning 

devices are a cause of illness, suffering and death. 

There are no safe levels of Woodsmoke to breathe. Woodsmoke contains many of the 

same deadly chemicals found in Tobacco smoke, yet people must endure endless hours of 

toxic Woodsmoke exposure within their own homes and yards in residential 

communities. Woodsmoke-related disease kills millions. Now is the immediate time for 

our Nationôs leaders and citizens to awaken to the deadly impact that Woodburning is 

having on our society.  

Our health, quality of life, and the future health of our children depend on the willingness 

of a Nation to adopt and adapt to new by-laws and regulations that will ban all 

Woodburning devices in urban areas and residential neighbourhoods in our Nation.   
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A Michigan Nightmare  
 
We are Judy and Les Harding. Our testimony will be a trilogy. The reason of  
this trilogy will become apparent to you as you read our submissions.  
 
Ten years ago we bought land and built a lovely home in a SUBDIVISION in 
Argentine, Michigan. Our move was due to medical retirement for my husband 
due to exacerbation of severe cardiac problems and Brittle type 1 diabetes.  
 
Four years ago, the house next door went up for sale because our great  
neighbors had to move back to their native Missouri. The house was bought by  
our current neig hbors and the nightmare began!! Being city raised, we had no  
idea what an Outdoor Wood Boiler was or what it did. We learned fast!!  
 
Our first thought was to talk our concerns over with the neighbor himself.  
This was reasonable thinking for folks that have  always treasured our 
neighborhood and neighbors. My husband was "encouraged" to get off his 
property, while his wife shrieked behind him. The next step for people  
trying to handle the situation reasonably, was to approach the Township. The  
Township, just starting to feel the draw of new residents, found that they  
did not have any rules or regulations governing these units to help us, at  
that time. The smoke got worse and heavier. Our house interior has sustained  
smoke damage to brand new paint in our Great  Room and every other room to  
some extent, clogged filters coming in through our forced air furnace  
system. This neighbor burns unseasoned pine which is also wet and not 
protected from the elements in any way!!  
 
By March of the following spring, we knew th at we needed help to get on top  
of this. Our Subdivision Board didn't want any part of this as did all the  
neighbors around. You've heard the phrase "I don't want to get involved"?  
Prime example!!!  
 
This unit is kept going this way as indicated in the pict ures, 24/7!!!There  
was no let up. As we post pictures, please take note. #1 how close the unit  
is to both their house and ours.#2 It is erected under multiple old 90 foot  
pine trees #3 It is an eyesore from the street #4 No emergency equipment is  
ever seen in case of fire.  
 
We had no alternative but to seek legal help. The first attorney we saw was  
the one with a wonderful reputation and highly recommended Environmental  
lawyer. Next was brought in a young trail attorney because it was looking  
like this was the way it was going to go. Our neighbor was served with  
papers to cease and desist or this would be going to trial. That spring, ou r 
neighbor decided to move his b oiler ---- as if that would solve the problem.  
It didn't ---we go to court.  
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This is a horrible way to be forced to live! Iôm sure a judge will end this 

nightmare for the Hardings and make it a warning for those that inflict 

their smoke onto a neighbor. 

 

Shame on the neighbor who would do this to another! 
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Were children meant to play here???  
 

 
 

 

This is a picture of a backyard next to an indoor wood boiler (IWB).  

Needless to say, their child and friends cannot play on their swing set in the  

yard. And, in their house they can sometimes smell the smoke even with 

their windows and doors closed. They cannot open their windows on nice 

Fall and Spring days or they risk a house full of smoke!  

The fact that there is no help for people who live near someone with an 

indoor wood boiler is a travesty. John and Bonnie Lichak live in the village 

of East Nassau, New York and are dealing with this very same issue. 

How a municipality can allow this to happen to a resident is beyond 

reasoning.  Why a neighbor would do this to another is just as difficult to 

understand.    

The problem is EPAôs current definition has left loopholes which are 

allowing appliances such as outdoor and indoor wood boilers to escape any 

regulation.  

This is a clear violation of the Clean Air Act. 
 

People need help ! 
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Here are just a few  links to help push for Emission Standards: 

 
1. State of Washington Legislation  

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70.94.457   

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70.94.453  
 
2. Oregon Legislation  

¶ http://www.leg.state.or.us/09reg/measpdf/sb0100.dir/sb0102.en.pdf  

 
3. Oregon Implementation Documents  

¶ http://www.deq.state.or.us/about/eqc/agendas/attachments/2010apr/
O-HeatSmart.pdf  

¶ http://www.deq.state.or.us/aq/burning/docs/heatsmart/relationshipFe
deralReq.pdf  

¶ http://www.deq.state.or.us/aq/planning/docs/0709meeting/Woodstove
Incentives.pdf  

¶ http://www.deq.state.or.us/aq/burning/woodstoves/heatSmart.htm  

 4. EPA exemptions  
 
http://www.epa.gov/Complian ce/resources/publications/monitoring/caa/
woodstoves/exemptwood.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70.94.457
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70.94.453
http://www.leg.state.or.us/09reg/measpdf/sb0100.dir/sb0102.en.pdf
http://www.deq.state.or.us/about/eqc/agendas/attachments/2010apr/O-HeatSmart.pdf
http://www.deq.state.or.us/about/eqc/agendas/attachments/2010apr/O-HeatSmart.pdf
http://www.deq.state.or.us/aq/burning/docs/heatsmart/relationshipFederalReq.pdf
http://www.deq.state.or.us/aq/burning/docs/heatsmart/relationshipFederalReq.pdf
http://www.deq.state.or.us/aq/planning/docs/0709meeting/WoodstoveIncentives.pdf
http://www.deq.state.or.us/aq/planning/docs/0709meeting/WoodstoveIncentives.pdf
http://www.deq.state.or.us/aq/burning/woodstoves/heatSmart.htm
http://www.epa.gov/Compliance/resources/publications/monitoring/caa/woodstoves/exemptwood.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/Compliance/resources/publications/monitoring/caa/woodstoves/exemptwood.pdf
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Wood smoke & Carboxyhaemoglobin 

 
 
" . . . At 20 h after wood smoke exposure, blood tests demonstrated an 

increased.... cytokines and carboxyhaemoglobin (COHb) were measured. ... 

"  
Exposure to wood smoke particles produces inflammation in healthy 

volunteers 

http://oem.bmj.com/content/early/2011/06/29/oem.2011.065276.abstract  

 

- Oxidative stress, DNA damage, and inflammation induced by ambient 

air and wood smoke particulate matter in human A549 and THP-1 cell 
lines http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21235221 

 

- Wood smoke exposure can cause inflammation in the lungs of fire-
fighters http://www.european-lung-foundation.org/index.php?id=10637 

 

- (From Denmark) - " . . . Blood and urine samples were analysed before 

and after ... " 

Health effects assessment of exposure to particles from wood smoke 

http://www.danskselskabforfolkesundhed.dk/fileadmin/Filer_FMF/Nyheder/

health_effects_braenderoeg.pdf 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://oem.bmj.com/content/early/2011/06/29/oem.2011.065276.abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21235221
http://www.european-lung-foundation.org/index.php?id=10637
http://www.danskselskabforfolkesundhed.dk/fileadmin/Filer_FMF/Nyheder/health_effects_braenderoeg.pdf
http://www.danskselskabforfolkesundhed.dk/fileadmin/Filer_FMF/Nyheder/health_effects_braenderoeg.pdf
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My Story 
 

 

I know many of you might be wondering what we went through over the 

years leading to our victory over the neighborôs smoke.  

 

I think the easiest way to explain what we went through is to show you my 

log that I kept (I also had many photos & videos). 

 

Many of you should use this as an example in the event you find that legal 

action is your only option. 

 

 

   
 

 

 

Click here to read my log 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/notes_web_site.pdf
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JOIN OUR NEW NETWORK! 
 
Our cause has gained great momentum, with more people joining the 

anti-wood smoke efforts weekly. Our focus now is to help everyone 

connect with others near us nation-wide in the US and Canada. 

We must unite in pressuring our municipalities and governments 

toward wood smoke regulations as soon as possible. 

The goal is to share information nation-wide and to focus on wood 

smoke regulation. We now have many representatives that readers can 

email to for help and suggestions. 

I think itôs safe to say that anyone reading this newsletter probably has 

issues with wood smoke. 

If you are willing to give your name and email address so we can form a 

visible network please email Shirley or Julie. 

Perhaps you would be willing to help with letter writing, flyer passing, 

etc. No money is required, just a willingness to be someone others can 

contact for support or more involvement.  

Contact Julie at info@takebacktheair.com if you would like your name 

to appear on our state/provinceïwide contacts page or if youôd like to 

become your state or provinceôs ñrepresentativeò to coordinate contacts 

within your state or province. Contact Julie, also, if youôd like to learn 

who else is fighting wood smoke in your area and if you want concrete 

suggestions on how to get results. 

 

 

The Network Representative List  
Can be found on my website at: 

http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

Blank lines are yet to be filled, so if you are from one of 

those provinces or states and would like to become a 

Representative please email me. 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
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Legal firms that offer help  

 
**Note to any legal firm that can provide help with residential wood 

smoke issues and wishes to add their name to this page.**  

 

Please email Shirley with your state/province, name of firm, who to 

contact (email address & telephone)   

 
 

 

NOTICE of FLORIDA and KENTUCKY ATTORNEY WILLING TO CONSIDER 

WOOD SMOKE CASES, perhaps on a contingency. 

Attorney Sherri Myers is a Florida attorney who is also licensed to practice in 

Kentucky and in 2 federal courts.  She specializes in the rights of persons with 

disabilities, many of whom may be protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA, the civil rights law that is intended to ensure that citizens with disabilities such as 

asthma, for example, have ñaccessò to public spaces such as city parks, streets and 

sidewalks. A federal court in northern Iowa ordered the town of Mallard, Iowa, to 

disallow wood and leaf burning, because the smoke presented a physical barrier to a 

small child with severe asthma, making her unable to use city streets and sidewalks.  

  

Sherri is interested in legal issues that impact persons with multiple chemical sensitivity 

and other environmental illnesses.  She also serves on the Pensacola City Council and in 

that role is working to influence governmental policies on environmental issues. She is 

the Advocacy Coordinator for the Center for Independent Living Disability Resource 

Center.  Sherri lives in Pensacola, which is located in the panhandle of Florida.  Contact 

her at sfmada@aol.com.   Phone: (850) 484-0902 

 
 
 

  
 

 All burning results in very fine micro particulates and there is no safe level 
of this asbestos sized, dangerous air pollutant. Solid fuels, such as pellets 
and especially wood, produce more smoke and emit more fine particulate 
air pollutants than cleaner fuels such as gas and electricity.  

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:sfmada@aol.com
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Bylaws & Bans 

**I am beginning to compile a list of municipalities that are 

acting on wood smoke emissions. Please send me a link to any 

that you find to be added to the list.**  

Golden, BRITISH COLUMBIA -  passed a bylaw prohibiting the 

installation of any solid fuel burning appliance (Bylaw # 1150). 

Hampstead, QUEBEC - banned all new installations of wood stoves and 

ordered existing wood stoves to be removed within 7 years. (Bylaw # 729-2) 

Montreal, QUEBEC (Apr. 29/2009) - no further installation of any wood 

burning stoves or fireplaces. 

Suffolk, NEW JERSEY - bans all OWBs within 1000 feet of another house. 

Stillwater, MINNESOTA  - bans all wood burning or boiling stoves - 

existing and future (March 11, 2010). 

Pleasant Prairie, WISCONSIN - bans all new outdoor wood furnaces and 

wood boilers. 

Savage City, MINNESOTA - prohibits outdoor wood boilers (OWBs). 

Burnsville, MINNESOTA  - banned OWBs December 2008. 

New Prague, MINNESOTA - total ban on OWBs. 

Grand Forks, BRITISH COLUMBIA  - The bylaw states that ñno person 

shall create a nuisance using a wood burning appliance in such a way as to 

disturb the health and comfort of two or more persons from separate 

dwellings.ò Enforcement would be complaint driven and fines could be up 

to $500. 

Houston, BRITISH COLUMBIA - requires uncertified appliances to be 

removed by 2010. 

St. Thomas, ONTARIO  - prohibits the use of outdoor fireplaces including 

wood boilers and chimeneas. 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
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Sarnia, ONTARIO  - has set stringent restrictions on setback distances for 

outdoor boiler operations from the nearest dwellings and property lines. 

Nation, ONTARIO  - outdoor wood boiler specifications have been set 

which include minimum lot sizes, distance from property lines and 

distances from property buildings. 

Elmira, NEW YORK  - Ban on smoke and other deleterious fumes that 

cross property lines onto the property of another. Fines are $250 for a 

second offence or a jail term. Best ban in the country! 

Marion, IOWA  -prohibits new outdoor wood-burning boilers within city 

limits and to regulate existing setups. All existing boilers must be 

registered by Jan. 1; have smokestacks two feet higher than any residential 

roof within 300 feet of the system; and be removed when the property 

changes hands. 

CONNECTICUT - Avon, Granby, Tolland, Hebron, Woodbridge, South 

Windsor, Portland, Norfolk, Ridgefield, Haddam, Cheshire, West 

Hartford , Hamden, North Haven and New Fairfield ï 15 towns have 

banned outdoor wood furnaces in order to protect the health and property 

values of their citizens. 

Inver Grove Heights, MINNESOTA - Nov. 15, 2010 - council bans all 

OWBs. All OWBs must be removed from properties by Oct. 01, 2011. 
  

The STATE of WASHINGTON - has laws to address neighbor's wood 

smoke. According to the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency, ñgenerating 

excessive smoke is not only unneighborly, itôs illegal. Under state 

regulations, smoke from a personôs chimney cannot exceed 20 percent 

opacity for six consecutive minutes. Greater smoke densities could result in 

fines from air pollution control officials. It is always illegal to smoke out 

your neighbor. Everyone has a right to breathe clean air. If smoke from 

your fire is affecting your neighbors, it is considered a nuisance and 

subject to enforcement action.ò 

Salmon Arm, BRITISH COLUMBIA - No person shall install an Outdoor 

Solid-Fuel Combustion Appliance in or about any premises. 

 

 

http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientID=14789&stateID=32&statename=New%20York
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Huron East, ONTARIO  - Bylaw passed - all new OWB's to have minimum 

setback allowances and lot sizes. A great improvement over what they had 

before ï nothing. 

Nappanee - Bans  Outdoor Wood Furnaces 

Twinsburg, OHIO  - Council voted 7 -0 in favor of adding outdoor 
wood -burning furnaces  or boilers to a list of items that are restricted . 

Marion County, INDIANA  ɀ OWB ban. 

Evansville, INDIANA ï OWB ban. 

Long Beach, INDIANA ɀ OWB ban. 

City of LaPorte, INDIANA  ɀ OWB ban. 

Michigan City, INDIANA  ɀ OWB ban. 

Milford, D ELAWARE  ï All outdoor wood-burning furnaces are banned 

as of Aug 31st and any existing ones have to be removed within 3 months. 

Sigourney, IOWA ï Prohibits installation of any OWB within city limits.  

Amherstburg, ONTARIO  ï A permanent injunction and an easement over 

a property ended all burning forever on that property. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://twinsburg.patch.com/articles/outdoor-wood-furnaces-may-get-smoked-out-in-twinsburg
http://twinsburg.patch.com/articles/outdoor-wood-furnaces-may-get-smoked-out-in-twinsburg
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Editorial 
 

November é   the cooler winds are telling us that winter is on its way and 

that, once again, we must be ever vigilant for the smoke that can infiltrate our 

homes. 

 

Those that burn are preparing to start their bullying, if they havenôt already, 

and you will be busy trying to do all you can to keep out as much smoke as you 

possibly can. Be sure that you have your air cleaners ready to go and it would 

be a good idea to have one in each room. 

 

But, even though you are as prepared as you can be donôt fool yourself into 

thinking that the tiny particles will not affect your health, because they will. 

I am currently awaiting more documentation to prove that wood smoke causes 

cancer. The Canadian Cancer Society states that it can and there are other 

agencies that are collecting data that should be released soon and, of course, I 

will pass that on to you when I get it. 

 

When your neighborôs smoke is making your life miserable donôt hesitate to 

give them a call to let them know. Be prepared for their belligerence and ignore 

it. Just let them know each and every time by telephone of by a personal visit. 

Make your town officials aware of it every time as well. Municipalities need to 

know that people are suffering from wood smoke. If there is any chance of 

getting a nuisance bylaw in place where you live it will have to be by people 

complaining. It wonôt magically appear. It is up to the residents to let them 

know that one is needed.   

 

  

 

 

Shirley 
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BOZO of the Month 

 
In my opinion 

 East Nassau, New York  

 
It wasnôt difficult to find this monthôs Bozo after reading Bonnie & John 

Lichakôs horror story. They have been trying for years to end the wood 

smoke that makes enjoying their home and property impossible. 

 

Having achieved what they thought would end the smoke, when their 

neighbor had to remove his outdoor wood boiler, turned to shock when they 

discovered he installed an indoor wood boiler and they are right back where 

they started from! 

 

What kind of people run this municipality? Are they that hard-hearted that 

they cannot see that a child cannot play in the yard? Do they not care that 

there is no clean air to breathe outside or even inside their home?  

 

I would really like to know why fouling the air takes precedence over a 

familyôs health?  

Or why a neighbor could be so cruel as to destroy the health and happiness 

of this family. Shame on him and shame on those that allow this to continue! 

 
  

 

Bylaws .é. Have they heard of them? 

 

Shirley 
 

 


