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Welcome! 

We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration 

you need. Regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that 

is affecting your health and your home environment. 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they 

send an email to  s.brandie@hotmail.com  to be added to the mailing list. 

   

 

                                 Volume 3, Issue 9 
                             October, 2011 

 

                     Editor:  Shirley Brandie   

                    Co - Editor: Julie Mellum  

 

 

Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to educate public officials, government and all    
citizens about wood smoke as a major form of hazardous air 
pollution that affects our health, use of our property, water, 
crops, livestock, the environment and climate change. We 
urge citizens everywhere to press for legislative changes to 
call wood smoke a public nuisance under state health codes 
and to ban all wood burning.” 

  
 

   
 

 
   

 
 

Fighting Wood Smoke 
Pollution from the 

Grassroots to Government 
Level 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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Newsworthy Links 

  

June 30, 2011  Smog blankets city….. ï

 

Excerpt: 
ñIt is a significant issue,ò said Mr. Dolan, who explained it was a difficult 

issue to control. Unlike big industries, it is spread from homes.ò 

 

---------- 

Are wood-burning fireplaces bad for the environment? See what Dr. 

Mehmet Oz has to say….. 
 

---------- 

July 07, 2011 – City council approves…… 
 

Excerpt: 

Particulate matter from wood burning is so fine, it can be breathed into the 

lungs and increase the risk of asthma, lung disease and heart attacks, Dr. 

Julian Zener told the council. 

 

---------- 

 

 Local Air Quality in the US can be found HERE  

---------- 
  

 July 20, 2011 – New York Supreme Court halts…. 
 

Excerpt: 
The state Supreme Court has ordered a temporary halt to the sale of outdoor 

wood boilers that donôt meet new state standards. 
 

--------------- 

 

Health Effects of Particulate Matter Air Pollution  
 

---------------- 

  

 

http://www.borderwatch.com.au/archives/9479
http://www.sharecare.com/question/fireplaces-and-environment
http://www.sharecare.com/question/fireplaces-and-environment
http://www.chicoer.com/news/ci_18426831
http://airnow.gov/
http://cleanairfairbanks.wordpress.com/2011/07/20/ny-supreme-court-halts-wood-boiler-sales/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/PMHealthEffects-Pope.pdf
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Man levied wood burning ban 

By Sarah Sacheli, The Windsor Star September 16, 2011 

 

 

Salvatore DeSantis shows off his stack of wood in 2008. 

Photograph by: File photo by NICK BRANCACCIO, The Windsor Star 

In a case that proves where there's smoke there's ire, an Amherstburg couple has won a 

six-year legal battle to prevent a neighbour from burning wood at his home. 

"Thank heavens! It's been a long haul," said Shirley Brandie Thursday. 

Brandie and her husband, James, first took their neighbour to court in 2005 after what she 

described as three years of non-stop burning next door on Simcoe Street. According to 

the Brandies, Salvatore DeSantis was burning pressure-treated lumber, painted wood and 

composite materials in addition to logs and tree limbs. 

Shirley Brandie said the smoke made being outside impossible. It even permeated her 

home despite her keeping her windows closed tight. She had to replace mattresses, 

furniture, carpeting, window coverings and ductwork. Her eyes burned, her throat hurt 

and she felt dizzy all the time. 

http://www.windsorstar.com/news/todays-paper/levied+wood+burning/5410916/story.html
javascript:void(0);
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A Superior Court judge granted the Brandies an injunction that prohibited DeSantis from 

burning anything that would result in the release of smoke from the property. 

But the Brandies wanted the injunction to be made permanent and they wanted damages. 

They got both this week when DeSantis agreed to a restrictive covenant on his property 

that prohibits him or any subsequent owner to ever burn and produce smoke. In addition, 

DeSantis must pay the Brandies $50,000. 

"You can certainly call it a victory," said the Brandies' lawyer, James Ball. 

Shirley Brandie said the couple is still out about $38,000 in legal fees, repairs to their 

home and replacement of their belongings. 

But she said, "It's worth it. No matter who ever lives there, no one can ever burn." 

The agreement came on the day the case was set for trial. The Brandies were armed with 

photographs of DeSantis's chimney and piles of wood products in his yard. 

DeSantis wasn't up for a fight, said his lawyer, Luigi DiPierdomenico. 

DiPierdomenico said DeSantis, 77, is suffering from "mental deterioration" and would 

not have been able to testify at trial. In a 2008 interview with the Windsor Star, DeSantis 

proudly gave a tour of his property, including the wood-burning stove and brick wood-

burning oven in a greenhouse-like addition he built himself off the back of his home. He 

also showed his barn on Meloche Road filled to the rafters with hundreds of cords of 

firewood he said he hoped to burn. 

"Mr. DeSantis does not believe he has done anything wrong," DiPierdomenico said 

Thursday. He suspects DeSantis may move. 

"He may end up on his farm on Meloche Road where he doesn't have any neighbours to 

worry about and he can burn all he wants." 

Shirley Brandie said throughout her battle, she sought the help of her town council, the 

fire department and the Ontario Ministry of the Environment. But all were powerless to 

help. 

She founded an international lobby group called the Wood Smoke Activist Network, 

publishing a monthly newsletter on the Internet that gets submissions from around the 

globe. She said she will use this week's court ruling to push Amherstburg for a bylaw 

banning what she calls "nuisance smoke." 

© Copyright (c) The Windsor Star 
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Our Civil  Case 

 

Our ordeal began in 2002 .. Interlocutory Injunction obtained in 

May of 2005  

I can tell you first - hand what it is like when one is forced to 

deal with a smoke issue, as I have lived through it.  

I can tell you that the stench permeates your entire ho me, your 

clothing, your hair, and you can even taste it.  

Exposure to the smoke was extremely uncomfortable and caused 

burning eyes, dry throat, irritation of the nasal passages and 

headaches. When the smoke stopped, so did the symptoms.  

There was no relief by opening windows because the acrid smells 

were like a fog covering our house. Buying expensive air cleaners 

did nothing to remove the odours.  

There was no enjoying the deck and yard as long as the wood 

burning stove was in operation.  

As there was no provincial or municipal authority to whom I 

could turn to for help, I was forced to resort to the courts.  

In order to get the smell of the wood smoke out of the house, 

we removed and replaced the carpeting, ductwork,  the furnace 

and air conditioning uni t, and cleaned all surfaces including the 

walls. Mattresses and pillows were discarded as they smelled of 

wood smoke. It was an expensive project.  

I can tell you the fatigue my husband felt after working all day 

and then going to our house until near midni ght day after day to 

work on the renovations.  
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Myself, I had all the clothing and every knick - knack and 

assorted other household objects to wash before bringing them 

back to the house.  

I came to notice that there were absolutely no cobwebs in a 

house that had been vacated for so long. I can only assume that 

something in the smoke killed the spiders because, now that we 

have the Injunction and there is no burning, I again have 

cobwebs.  

We were fortunate enough to have the means to seek legal help. 

Remember t hat there was no provincial or municipal authority 

which we could turn to for help. What would happen to those 

that cannot afford legal help? Would they be forced to move 

out of their homes? Could they afford to do that? Would they 

be able to sell their ho me when a potential buyer saw or smelled 

the smoke? Or, would they have to remain in their homes with 

their children and become sick? It's a thought that is very 

disturbing to me.  

I think it is high time that our municipalities g ive some thought 

to wood burning in residential areas. I fail to see how the public 

interest is served by permitting the unnecessary fouling of the 

air we all have the need to breathe.  

On September 10, 2008, I attended Motions Court to hear the motion 

filed by the defence attorney. He had filed a motion to delay trial and have 

the injunction lifted to allow his clients to burn for 3 days to test their 

chimney. For what purpose, I do not know, as this would be 3 years after the 

damage to our home. The judge declined the motion and ordered trial to take 

place as scheduled. 

On September 16, 2008, I attended Motions Court once again as the 

defence attorney had filed another motion to appeal the deposition of 

September 10, 2008. The visiting judge granted the appeal and it was heard 

in Divisional Court in London, Ontario before a panel of 3 judges.  
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On November 16, 2009, the Appeal Hearing was heard. They lost their 

appeal and trial will be booked. 

Trial is booked, at last, for the week of December 6, 2010 

Once, again, we are delayed. Our case was on the 'running list' and we were 

bumped due to the case load. Trial is to be rescheduled.... with any luck all 

involved will live long enough to see the completion of this very lengthy 

challenge.... 

On April 04, 20111, I received word that the trial is booked for the week 

of September 12th and we are in the # 1 position to be heard. At last we will 

have our day in court! 

 

VICTORY!!!!  

On Monday, September 12, 2011 we finally went to trial. 

 

 Following are just a few of the many pictures that show what was burned 

and how much we were forced to deal with. 
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It is a shame that this had to happen at all.  

The wood being burned was quite obvious to anyone that went to that 

residence which includes the many trips by the Building Department. 

The smoke billowing out of the chimney, surrounding our house and 

others in the path of it could not be missed. At times, the wind carried the 

smoke across Simcoe Street and one could see it blocks away. 

Whether the offender has  

Mental deterioration now, as has been stated in the newspaper article, has 

nothing to do with the years he was burning. He was well aware of what he 

was doing and told me it was his ‗pleasure‘, to keep my windows closed 

and if we didn‘t like it we could take him to court. 

And, so we did. What choice did we have to end this nightmare? 

I want those of you who have not experienced 24/7 smoke to do your best 

to think of what you would do. Live with it? Try to sell your house at a loss 

because nobody would pay good money to be drenched in smoke (and you 

would have to tell any buyer about the air quality problem)? 

Really…. What would you do to protect yourself and your family? 
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The Dark Side 

By: Air Is Precious, Founder, Linda Baker Beaudin  

The Dark Side of Toxic Pollution 

The dark side of toxic pollution, Woodsmoke, infiltrates into the deepest recesses of our 

lungs, cells and even the interior of our home. There is no way to keep Woodsmoke out! 

Every miniscule crevice in our home is a gateway for toxins to enter our life. 

Woodsmoke is a toxic, deadly pollutant, destroying health, our quality of life and our 

fragile, suffering environment. The cost to human health is staggering! The cost to our 

planet is horrific. How incredible to think that mankindôs use of burning Wood can be 

viewed by cameras in outer space. What a devastating sight that is!!! A world that has 

become so toxic it is dying, like we are, unless we act today to take wise, pro-active 

action to usher in new stringent by-laws to prohibit all biomass burning. 

The dark side of toxic pollution can be seen, first hand in our Canadian hospitals, in 

cancer wards, in people struggling for each breath. It can be witnessed in little children 

suffering from Asthma and upper respiratory infections caused and aggravated by the 

negative effects of toxic pollution from Woodburning.  

Everywhere we look, spewing, deadly toxic emissions are being released into our 

environment. From backyard open air burning, to pellet producing plants emitting 

millions of chemical compounds, from the neighbour who burns trash, garbage, and all 

wood, from the wood fuelled BBQs and all cooking devices that continually saturate our 

Nations air.  

Is it any wonder we are suffering from Cancer, Asthma, Cardiovascular, 

Cardiopulmonary, Stroke, respiratory, and other Woodsmoke-related diseases? 

Woodburning is doing grave and immediate harm to our life and our precious world. 

The time is now, today, for everyone to speak up and demand that changes be made to 

our cities, towns and villages regarding the needless, unnecessary use of all Woodburning 

devices. The time is now to prohibit all woodburning! 

Every voice that fights for the rights of others to breathe healthy airðWoodsmoke-free, 

shines out like a guiding star in a dark universe of toxic pollution. 

Become that guiding star. Do your part today to stop the toxic Woodsmoke Pollution in 

our precious universe. Letôs end the Dark Side of Toxic Woodsmsoke Pollution. 

 

 

 

mailto:airisprecious@gmail.com
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Below is an example of why Environment and Human Health, Inc.is asking 
for regulations that would require "No Burning" on air quality alert days and 
days of extreme heat. These regulations should extend into the evening 
hours - just as the alert and the heat does.  
(Sent to me from Nancy Alderman, President, Environment and Human 
Health, Inc.) 
www.ehhi.org    ehhijournal.org 
 
Friday, July 22, 2011 
Dear Mrs. Alderman, 
  
Today was another state of CT air quality alert. The temperature in Niantic 
registered at103 degrees at 2 PM. The air is unhealthy and ozone levels are 
unhealthy. 
  
I had my ceiling and oscillating fans on tonight and the windows  
open. Approximately 10:45pm I smelled wood smoke. I could barely make it 
outside into my car to drive down the street to see who was burning a 
recreational fire since the smell of smoke was so strong on my front porch and 
driveway. 
  
On this excessively hot day and very hot evening, the air I am breathing is filled 
with smoke. Sure enough the people one street over were sitting around their 
firepit in the far corner of their yard and then when they are finished they can 
go into their smoke free house. 
  
I am so upset that these people would pick a night like tonight to burn a fire 
with record temperatures. From my drive in the neighborhood only these 
people had a fire. 
  
I called the fire department and they had me call the police department 
dispatch to send a cruiser to the address and let them know about their smoke 
traveling to my house. 
  
Unfortunately, even if they extinguish the fire, the damage is already done. 
The smoke engulfing all sides of my house will never dissipate all night long 
with this heat. The symptoms I now have after breathing this smoke combined 
with the unhealthy air quality and heat of the night are really bad. The 
particulates get into my house through the cracks and walls, etc. I will suffer 
this eveningfrom this smoke. 
  
Sincerely, 
xxxxxxxx, Niantic, CT 
 

http://www.ehhi.org/
http://ehhijournal.org/
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A letter from a person in Pierrefonds and Dollard des Ormeaux 

 Quebec 
 

 
 

  

 In 2009, there were 29 smog alert warnings on the island of Montreal ï the most 

of any year on record. An estimate in 2000 by the Montreal Public Health Department put 

the number of households with fireplaces or wood stoves on the island at 100,000. The 

study noted that pollution from fireplaces and wood-burning stoves was worse in six 

areas, including Pierrefonds and Dollard des Ormeaux. Cigarette smoke has been dealt 

with and yet wood smoke, which is far more dangerous, remains in our air with little that 

can be done without the help of our municipalities. There is no excuse to continue to burn 

wood as oneôs primary source of heat when many more environmentally-friendly 

alternatives are available such as electric, natural gas, oil and geo-thermal heat.  

Based on personal experience, I can tell you that wood smoke creates a smell that stays 

on your clothes, your hair and on your pet when you want to take them for a walk. The 

health effects that my family has had to endure include symptoms such as dry throat, 

coughing, irritation of the eyes, irritation of the nose and headaches. 

 Wood smoke canôt be kept out of oneôs home. The particulate matter is so tiny 

that it can manage to get through windows, doors, and ventilation systems. There is 

plenty of evidence to support that replacing existing windows with newer windows will 

do nothing to help change the issue of wood smoke entering oneôs home. No resident 

should have to beg to have fresh air to breath inside their home.  

 The neighbour in question who is smoking wood has continued to use wood 

heating as their primary source of heat from the months of September-April. My family 

has made formal complaints to public security officials and the urban planner of the 

municipality.  

The public security officials were unaware of what they could do to help with the 

complaint and said that they would take down the complaint but couldnôt do anything to 

help since there is no official by-law concerning wood smoke.  
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We have spoken to the urban planner who has discussed the by-laws with us and 

mentioned the use of no-burn days in the municipality. The urban planner met with our 

neighbour and discussed the by-laws and the issue of no-burn days with our neighbour. 

As soon as the urban planner left, the wood burning continued the very next day.  

Furthermore, we have made several complaints on smog alert days to the urban planner 

of the municipality and have seen no direct action taken. The urban plannerôs response 

has been that it would take several visits on his behalf before any official fine or action 

can be taken for wood burning.   

 Our neighbour will continue to do this to us and others as long as he knows that 

he can get away with it. As long as he abuses the system without getting caught; he will 

continue to do so. Another issue is that the individuals who are causing the nuisance 

donôt want to be told that they are causing a disturbance. They become defensive and 

belligerent and show it by increasing their smoke load.  

Many other individuals who have dealt with the same issue have recommended that we 

ask the municipality to look into whether the wood burning stove meets regulatory 

requirements but we have seen several instances where neighbours have managed to get 

the municipality to do this only to find out that it did meet regulatory standards and that 

the city couldnôt stop the individual from using their wood burning device. 

 Most municipalities are undecided about how to handle wood smoke and keep 

everyone happy. Itôs the burners that continue to abuse their neighbours with smoke. This 

has spoiled all of their enjoyment of their own home and property and often has made 

them sick. There are many people currently dealing with wood burners that wonôt stop 

their burning until they are taken to court. This is a lengthy and expensive procedure that 

further punishes the innocent victim of the wood smoke who has been suffering for some 

time already with the loss of the enjoyment of their property and the health effects of the 

smoke that filters into their home.  

Recently, there have been published news articles that might lead one to believe that 

wood burning is safe. This is simply hype by a manufacturing industry that wants to 

persuade the public into purchasing newer wood smoking devices and getting them to 

believe that these newer ñGreenerò models are much better for the environment and safer 

than traditional wood smoking devices. Some mayors recommend that EPA 2 wood 

stoves be used. There is little evidence to suggest that these newer models (which many 

municipalities are trying to transition to) are any safer than the previous wood smoking 

devices that are currently being used by homeowners right now.  

 Wood burning appliances are not like most other heating systems because the 

quality of the outcome is so much in the hands of the user. People who donôt care about 

the impacts of their actions on neighbours and are content to remain ignorant of how to 

burn wood effectively will make a lot of smoke, regardless of the emissions rating of the 

appliance they choose. There is no such thing as ñgood smokeò. You canôt escape the 

wood smoke that makes its way into your home through ventilation systems and small 

spaces in between doors and windows. No air cleaner will help to improve the air and 

make it safer for you to breathe.  
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Itôs unrealistic to believe that all wood smoking devices will be banned in the near future. 

Many municipalities are offering switch out programs that range from 5-7 years to either 

permanently ban wood stoves or replace them with newer EPA2 certified stoves. 5-7 

years of wood burning smoke for a program that shows little evidence of improvement 

over the previous devices is hard to imagine. In addition, there is a by-law that bans 

outdoor smokers in the summertime in your municipality so why is there no by-law for 

indoor wood smoking devices? I donôt see how two devices which are similar in nature 

can have two distinct regulations or lack thereof depending on what time of the year it is 

when they both present the same dangers to oneôs own personal health. There are several 

individuals who believe that they are saving money by using EPA certified wood burning 

stoves and who believe that they are burning their wood safely and donôt want to see their 

personal freedoms taken away by an abusive municipality who they believe are 

overstepping their boundaries when it comes to legislation. There are many individuals 

who use their fireplace or wood burning stove sparingly and donôt want to see them 

banned because of a small minority who abuse their wood burning stove on a consistent 

basis.  

 There must be an effective way to enforce a complaint when itôs called in for 

neighbours who are being subjected to the smoke from residential wood burning. I 

believe that a public nuisance by-law regarding wood burning smoke is an effective law 

to stop individuals from abusing their wood burning stoves. There are by-laws in place 

that limit noise such as loud music or dogs barking and a limit on wood smoke wouldnôt 

be any different. This would allow individuals who wish to continue to use their wood 

burning devices to do so but would prevent individuals from using their wood burning 

devices as a primary source of heat. A personôs right to burn wood should stop when it 
interferes with anotherôs right to breathe clean air on their property. 

 My suggestion is that the first complaint be dealt with by a warning, the second 

complaint by a fine and each successive complaint receives an escalating fine. This 

would put the onus on the burner to either burn properly (keeping the noxious smoke 

from invading surrounding neighbours) or find that wood burning is too expensive to 

continue. 

 With strict enforcement of a bylaw such as this, it would be a very inexpensive 

way for municipalities to spare the air for their residents and show that they understand 

that residents need to be protected from smoke invasion in their homes and properties. 
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The reality of biomass energy 
Submitted by email from a subscriber to this newsletter 

 
http://www.bing.com/maps/default.aspx?encType=1&where1=20502+160th+St
%2c+Greenbush%2c+MN+56726-9251&cp=48.632423~-96.160385&FORM=MIRE1  

This link is to a bing.com map of the Central Boiler manufacturing facility in 
Greenbush, Minnesota. Click on AERIAL and zoom in. Each one of those 
thousand or so little black rectangles is an outdoor wood furnace, shiny and new, 
ready to ship and install into a thousand towns and residential neighborhoods. 
They'll be joining the estimated half million outdoor wood furnaces already 
installed across North America. Because outdoor wood furnaces are largely 
unregulated in almost every community, there's an even chance you may see 
one of these on your block, maybe right next door.  
 
Is an outdoor wood furnace good for your neighborhood? 
The manufacturer is proud of their "safe and environmentally responsible home 
heating alternative", even going so far as to tell consumers one benefit of an 
outdoor wood furnace is their ability to "alleviate respiratory and allergy 
problems" compared to other types of wood burning. This manufacturer also 
claims their device is not a source of health or nuisance issues for neighbors.  
 
Outdoor wood furnaces burn 5 to 15 cords of wood or more annually. A cord 
weighs 3000 to 5000 pounds. That's up to 75,000 pounds of wood combustion 
emissions from each OWB every year (equal in weight to to 1.7 million packs of 
cigarettes/year). With an optional 25 year warranty, Central Boiler and other 
outdoor wood furnaces will burn large volumes of wood non-stop, 24 hours a day 
for the next quarter of a century. That's a manufacturer's guaranty to smoke non-
stop until the year 2036. Is an outdoor furnace good for your neighborhood? Let's 
take a look. 

 

http://www.bing.com/maps/default.aspx?encType=1&where1=20502+160th+St%2c+Greenbush%2c+MN+56726-9251&cp=48.632423~-96.160385&FORM=MIRE1
http://www.bing.com/maps/default.aspx?encType=1&where1=20502+160th+St%2c+Greenbush%2c+MN+56726-9251&cp=48.632423~-96.160385&FORM=MIRE1
http://bing.com/
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Fall's Soft and Sombre Moments 

Article B y: Air Is Precious, Founder, Linda Baker Beaudin  

For those who are born in the month of September, they know the beauty that this month beholds. 

September is the gateway to Autumn. September offers us the most beautiful of combinations. We linger 

with flowers still in bloom, some almost at their peak of beauty. Roses still continue their lazy climb up 

trellis and arbours in gardens. Green grass is still abundant, but yet we see soft, subtle tinges of early 

autumnal colours appearing. 

 The September sun sets sooner and the days become shorter. Yet, we hover like a hummingbird suspended 

between seasons, it is not quite summer and not quite the crisp autumn weather that will reveal to us then, 

another picturesque scene.  

With the days becoming cooler, September also tells us of another sombre story, filled with sad moments in 

the lives of residents who live and suffer from residential Woodburning in their communities. 

Woodburning stoves, Woodburning fireplaces, pellet stoves and all Woodburning devices, spew toxic 

deadly chemicals throughout our pristine air, filling our glorious early autumn environment with acrid 

heavy Woodsmoke, making breathing impossible for many. 

Enjoying the pleasure of freedom outside becomes a threat from Woodsmoke to those with respiratory 

disease. Lungs smothered in toxic Woodsmoke emissions, means suffering people!! Gardening and even 

children playing outside in some areas will be impossible because of the Woodsmoke filled air. A window 

that should be open on a cool fall day or evening for fresh air will remain only a wish and not a possibility 

due to Woodburning permeating the neighbourhood.  

Woodburning is destroying not only the majestic beauty of September, but every season. No season is 

untouched by the destruction to our health, quality of life and our fragile environment of that equal to 

Woodsmoke! Everyone is suffering from the negative airborne pollutants found in residential Woodsmoke.  

Woodsmoke is associated with premature death, Asthma, Cancer, Cardiovascular, Stroke, 

Cardiopulmonary, and many other Woodsmoke related illnesses. The young, fragile elderly, those with 

compromised immune systems and those with pre-existing cardiopulmonary and cardiovascular disease are 

most vulnerable. 

September and every month in our life should be cherished and also protected from the harm of 

Woodsmoke in our daily environment. Breathing healthy air---air that is Woodsmoke-free, should belong 

to everyone, not only in Septemberé but always!!! 

By-laws must be adopted to prohibit all outdoor open air burning in every Canadian Province. Stringent 

regulations must be implemented to phase out the use of all Woodburning devices in residential areas. New 

home building codes must exclude the use and installation of any and all Woodburning appliances.  

The vast bounty of Mother Natureôs September gifts will be enhanced and embraced even more if we 

demand an end to all Woodburning in our Nation. 

 

 
 

 

mailto:airisprecious@gmail.com
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JOIN OUR NEW NETWORK! 
 
Our cause has gained great momentum, with more people joining the 

anti-wood smoke efforts weekly. Our focus now is to help everyone 

connect with others near us nation-wide in the US and Canada. 

We must unite in pressuring our municipalities and governments 

toward wood smoke regulations as soon as possible. 

The goal is to share information nation-wide and to focus on wood 

smoke regulation. We now have many representatives that readers can 

email to for help and suggestions. 

I think it‘s safe to say that anyone reading this newsletter probably has 

issues with wood smoke. 

If you are willing to give your name and email address so we can form a 

visible network please email Shirley or Julie. 

Perhaps you would be willing to help with letter writing, flyer passing, 

etc. No money is required, just a willingness to be someone others can 

contact for support or more involvement.  

Contact Julie at info@takebacktheair.com if you would like your name 

to appear on our state/province–wide contacts page or if you‘d like to 

become your state or province‘s ―representative‖ to coordinate contacts 

within your state or province. Contact Julie, also, if you‘d like to learn 

who else is fighting wood smoke in your area and if you want concrete 

suggestions on how to get results. 

 

 

The Network Representative List  
Can be found on my website at: 

http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

Blank lines are yet to be filled, so if you are from one of 

those provinces or states and would like to become a 

Representative please email me. 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
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Legal firms that offer help 

 
**Note to any legal firm that can provide help with residential wood 

smoke issues and wishes to add their name to this page.**  

 

Please email Shirley with your state/province, name of firm, who to 

contact (email address & telephone)   

 
 

 

NOTICE of FLORIDA and KENTUCKY ATTORNEY WILLING TO CONSIDER 

WOOD SMOKE CASES, perhaps on a contingency. 

Attorney Sherri Myers is a Florida attorney who is also licensed to practice in 

Kentucky and in 2 federal courts.  She specializes in the rights of persons with 

disabilities, many of whom may be protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA, the civil rights law that is intended to ensure that citizens with disabilities such as 

asthma, for example, have ñaccessò to public spaces such as city parks, streets and 

sidewalks. A federal court in northern Iowa ordered the town of Mallard, Iowa, to 

disallow wood and leaf burning, because the smoke presented a physical barrier to a 

small child with severe asthma, making her unable to use city streets and sidewalks.  

  

Sherri is interested in legal issues that impact persons with multiple chemical sensitivity 

and other environmental illnesses.  She also serves on the Pensacola City Council and in 

that role is working to influence governmental policies on environmental issues. She is 

the Advocacy Coordinator for the Center for Independent Living Disability Resource 

Center.  Sherri lives in Pensacola, which is located in the panhandle of Florida.  Contact 

her at sfmada@aol.com.   Phone: (850) 484-0902 

 
 
 

  

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:sfmada@aol.com
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 All burning results in very fine micro particulates and there is no safe level 
of this asbestos sized, dangerous air pollutant. Solid fuels, such as pellets 
and especially wood, produce more smoke and emit more fine particulate 
air pollutants than cleaner fuels such as gas and electricity.  
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Bylaws & Bans 

**I am beginning to compile a list of municipalities that are 

acting on wood smoke emissions. Please send me a link to any 

that you find to be added to the list.**  

Golden, BRITISH COLUMBIA -  passed a bylaw prohibiting the 

installation of any solid fuel burning appliance (Bylaw # 1150). 

Hampstead, QUEBEC - banned all new installations of wood stoves and 

ordered existing wood stoves to be removed within 7 years. (Bylaw # 729-2) 

Montreal, QUEBEC (Apr. 29/2009) - no further installation of any wood 

burning stoves or fireplaces. 

Suffolk, NEW JERSEY - bans all OWBs within 1000 feet of another house. 

Stillwater, MINNESOTA  - bans all wood burning or boiling stoves - 

existing and future (March 11, 2010). 

Pleasant Prairie, WISCONSIN - bans all new outdoor wood furnaces and 

wood boilers. 

Savage City, MINNESOTA - prohibits outdoor wood boilers (OWBs). 

Burnsville, MINNESOTA  - banned OWBs December 2008. 

New Prague, MINNESOTA - total ban on OWBs. 

Grand Forks, BRITISH COLUMBIA  - The bylaw states that ―no person 

shall create a nuisance using a wood burning appliance in such a way as to 

disturb the health and comfort of two or more persons from separate 

dwellings.‖ Enforcement would be complaint driven and fines could be up 

to $500. 

Houston, BRITISH COLUMBIA - requires uncertified appliances to be 

removed by 2010. 

St. Thomas, ONTARIO  - prohibits the use of outdoor fireplaces including 

wood boilers and chimeneas. 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
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Sarnia, ONTARIO  - has set stringent restrictions on setback distances for 

outdoor boiler operations from the nearest dwellings and property lines. 

Nation, ONTARIO  - outdoor wood boiler specifications have been set 

which include minimum lot sizes, distance from property lines and 

distances from property buildings. 

Elmira, NEW YORK  - Ban on smoke and other deleterious fumes that 

cross property lines onto the property of another. Fines are $250 for a 

second offence or a jail term. Best ban in the country! 

Marion, IOWA  -prohibits new outdoor wood-burning boilers within city 

limits and to regulate existing setups. All existing boilers must be 

registered by Jan. 1; have smokestacks two feet higher than any residential 

roof within 300 feet of the system; and be removed when the property 

changes hands. 

CONNECTICUT - Avon, Granby, Tolland, Hebron, Woodbridge, South 

Windsor, Portland, Norfolk, Ridgefield, Haddam, Cheshire, West 

Hartford , Hamden, North Haven and New Fairfield – 15 towns have 

banned outdoor wood furnaces in order to protect the health and property 

values of their citizens. 

Inver Grove Heights, MINNESOTA - Nov. 15, 2010 - council bans all 

OWBs. All OWBs must be removed from properties by Oct. 01, 2011. 
  

The STATE of WASHINGTON - has laws to address neighbor's wood 

smoke. According to the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency, ―generating 

excessive smoke is not only unneighborly, it‘s illegal. Under state 

regulations, smoke from a person‘s chimney cannot exceed 20 percent 

opacity for six consecutive minutes. Greater smoke densities could result in 

fines from air pollution control officials. It is always illegal to smoke out 

your neighbor. Everyone has a right to breathe clean air. If smoke from 

your fire is affecting your neighbors, it is considered a nuisance and 

subject to enforcement action.‖ 

Salmon Arm, BRITISH COLUMBIA - No person shall install an Outdoor 

Solid-Fuel Combustion Appliance in or about any premises. 

 

 

http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientID=14789&stateID=32&statename=New%20York
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Huron East, ONTARIO  - Bylaw passed - all new OWB's to have minimum 

setback allowances and lot sizes. A great improvement over what they had 

before – nothing. 

Nappanee - Bans  Outdoor Wood Furnaces 

Twinsburg, OHIO  - Council voted 7-0 in favor of adding outdoor 
wood-burning furnaces or boilers to a list of items that are restricted. 

Marion County, INDIANA  – OWB ban. 

Evansville, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Long Beach, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

City of LaPorte, INDIANA  – OWB ban. 

Michigan City, INDIANA  – OWB ban. 

Milford, D ELAWARE  – All outdoor wood-burning furnaces are banned 

as of Aug 31st and any existing ones have to be removed within 3 months. 

Sigourney, IOWA – Prohibits installation of any OWB within city limits.  

Amherstburg, ONTARIO  – A permanent injunction and an easement over 

a property ended all burning forever on that property. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://twinsburg.patch.com/articles/outdoor-wood-furnaces-may-get-smoked-out-in-twinsburg
http://twinsburg.patch.com/articles/outdoor-wood-furnaces-may-get-smoked-out-in-twinsburg
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Editorial 
 

October é  Here it comesé. Another season of burning that will see many 

people suffer the effects of wood smoke inhalation. Homes filling with the 

smoke of a neighborôs burning and nothing they can do about it (other than a 

lengthy & expensive legal action) unless their municipalities put an end to it.  

Why a municipality doesnôt step in is a question many have asked me. In my 

opinion they are afraid to upset the applecart and lose votes in the next election. 

What they arenôt thinking about is that burners are a minority and those of us 

suffering the effects of wood smoke are a majority. A majority that has the 

ability to filter out those that cannot give help to residents who literally beg for 

their help. 

 

I think itôs time for all of you to contact your mayors and council members and 

ask why they are allowing the air quality in your home and property to be so 

saturated with wood smoke that it is making you sick and yet do nothing about 

it. They have the ultimate authority  to change things. It is up to them to create 

or amend bylaws to cover the nuisance of smoke emissions. Provide them with 

the information that shows the effects of wood smoke. Take pictures of the 

burning around you and take that as well. Ask them to deal with the issue now. 

Otherwise you are going to be spending one long and smoky winter. 

 

Please prepare your homes, as best you can, to keep out some of the smoke. 

Plastic on the outside of windows, tape around the doors that are not used 

frequently, get new filters for the furnace, install a good air cleaner in every 

room and keep your windows closed. Kind of sounds like a prison sentence 

doesnôt it????  IT IS!  

 

 

Shirley 
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BOZO of the Month 

 
In my opinion 

Salmon Arm, BC 
 

The city of Salmon Arm has bylaws prohibiting burning of offensive 

materials as well as rules directing that nuisance burning can be stopped.  

 

The city of Salmon Arm has no rules directing the type of fuel, or the 

amount of pollution acceptable/unacceptable which applies to these units. 

The reason being is that the City of Salmon Arm is not enforcing its own 

rules which state ñall outdoor burning requires a permitò.  

 

They do not require a permit for any of these machines, thus the burning and 

pollution emitted are not able to be governed by the Cityôs' own rules. 
  

 

  

Bylaw Enforcement…. Have they heard of that? 

 

Shirley 
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We have a second BOZO this month! 

 
Nominated and submitted by: Air is Precious, Founder,  Linda Baker Beaudin  
 

ñTHIS IS WHAT NEGLECT looks like in Cornwall, Ontarioé.when our leaders refuse 

to help those who suffer from Woodsmoke Pollution in residential neighbourhoods! 

 

 

 

YOU WOULD EXPECT TO SEE THIS woodpile AT A BUSH CAMP, but sadly, this is 

located in the city, on a main residential street, only meters from the home that borders 

the property line, less than 20 feet away. This is not some back woods bush camp on a 

rural road out in the middle of nowhere. This wood pile is destroying the health of the 

family located on the left side of this photo and every resident in the surrounding area. 

The Woodsmoke permeates the air for endless hours making the families ill, suffer and 

eventually die from the deadly toxic chemicals being released from the Woodsmoke.  

 

There is no air to breathe!! 

 

NOT ONLY IS THIS WOODPILE TOXIC, but so are the municipal leaders, who after 

being shown this neglect, allowed it to continue and did nothing to help this family or any 

other family that is suffering from living next to this TOXIC DUMP SIGHT!!!!!  

mailto:airisprecious@gmail.com
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MAYOR BOB KILGER did nothing! FIRE CHIEF MYLES CASSIDYédid NOTHING 

TO BAN outdoor open air burning. MOST of the city council memberséé..did 

NOTHING. Glen Grant, Council member, did make an attempt to help. Thank you Glen! 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, MR. GUY LAUZON did nothing, but offered moral 

support, which never came!! The CORNWALL HEALTH BOARDééé..did 

NOTHING! A Sincere thank you to the Member of Provincial Parliament Mr. JIM 

BROWNELL, who met with Air is Precious regarding this toxic issue. Mr. Brownell 

supported and encouraged the Air Is Precious Coalition to continue their fight for the 

rights of others to breathe healthy airðWoodsmoke-free. 

 

THE person who owns this Woodpile, in the past, burned inside in his woodburning 

stove, painted wood and other debris of scrap lumber. This was documented and photos 

were shown to Mr. Jim Brownell, MPP, who was shocked to see such garbage being 

burned inside a home. Mr. Jim Brownell thankfully took immediate and appropriate pro-

active action and contacted the city Environmental office and sent a copy of the letter to 

the Minister of the Environment. The city investigated, gave the man who burned wood a 

warning and that was it. No further help came. 

 

Over the following years the residents were made to suffer at the hands of a thoughtless, 

reckless, uncaring Woodburner and the neglect of the local political leaders and Health 

Board. FROM 2005 to 2011, THE BURNING CONTINUES!!!!!!ò 

 

One resident, in the home adjacent to the Woodburner, has now had two recent cancer 

surgeries and is awaiting treatment. One other resident has Congestive Heart failure and 

difficulty breathing the toxic air that even seeps inside the home. Another neighbour is on 

oxygen support for respiratory disease.  

Another neighbour has COPD and was on oxygen support for some time. Another older 

neighbour suffers from respiratory health issues. Another neighbour has suffered a heart 

attack and has heart-related issues. Another neighbour has suffered a stroke. These people 

are all living in the immediate area of this Woodburner!!! This is a crime of injustice 

against humanity!  

 

The city of Cornwall, Ontario should hang their in shame for this neglect and what they 

are allowing to happen to innocent people. Other city residents have written letters to the 

paper stating the wood being burned in garages was making them ill. Throughout this 

TOXIC CITY you will find wood being burned in location after location. 

 

CORNWALL calls itself the ñFriendly City on the Shores of the Beautiful St. Lawrenceò 

the St. Lawrence is beautiful and there are many good people living here, but, the ones 

we need to help save our life from the horror of Woodsmoke Pollution are still blatantly 

turning their backs on this deadly, toxic issue of Woodsmoke Pollution. 

 

If you are looking for a healthy place to live, donôt move to Cornwall, Ontario. Yes, the 

St. Lawrence River is breathtaking, but the toxic Woodsmoke filled air willééé..take 

your breath, your health and the quality of your lifeéééAWAY!!! 
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Photos and Videos 
  
 

 

  

 

  

  

  
 

To see some photos that victims of wood smoke have sent click here 
 

To have your own photo listed, send an email to: s.brandie@hotmail.com   

 

Just a few photos to show to your public officials and others you want to convince 
that only a ban on smoke release will change this! 

Click here for videos 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/other_photos.htm
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Videos.htm
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LINKS & MORE 

 
Click here for a heart-breaking story & video of a family subjected to wood smoke. 
 

 

Click here to see Clive Stott‘s peaceful, but meaningful protest of forestry burning 

in Australia.  
 
My PowerPoint Show         Video sent by email           Chase, B.C. video 
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“Burning 2 cords of wood produces the same amount of 
 mutagenic (capable of causing cell mutations that can 
 cause cancer) particles as driving 13 gasoline-powered 
 cars 10,000 miles each at 20 miles/gallon. These 
 figures indicate that the worst contribution that an 
 individual is likely to make to the mutagenicity of the air  
 is using a wood stove for heating, followed by a diesel 
 car.” (Dr. Joellen Lewtas, Contribution of Source 
 Emissions of the Mutagenicity of Ambient Urban Air 
 Particles. U.S., EPA, #91-131.6, 1991) 
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Canadian Action Activities 
 

Wood smoke is a major problem in all of America and Canada. 

National efforts are gaining momentum. Regardless of where we live, 

our actions should focus on getting our national governments to 

regulate wood smoke. To make an impact, if each reader calls or emails 

each of these contacts, we can move mountains.  

Go for it now! 

 
 

Health Canada assesses scientific evidence about the health effects of wood smoke 

and makes this information available to Canadians.  Health Canada is also working 

with other government departments to determine the best ways to minimize risks 

associated with wood smoke.   

In addition, Health Canada is a contributor to the Burn it Smart! Campaign 

sponsored by Natural Resources Canada. 

 

Environment Canada:    www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair  

Health Canada:    air@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Air Health Effects Division, Safe Environments Program, Health Canada 

400 Cooper Street Ottawa, ON K1A 0K9 Telephone: (613) 957-1876 

 

Natural Resources Canada Burn it Smart!  Sir William Logan Building , 

11th Floor, 580 Booth Street, Ottawa, ON K1A 0E4 

 

Write or email  to your local council & MPs to request that they create or amend a 

bylaw to cover nuisance smoke. Preferably, a ban on all wood burning in residential 

areas. 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Ontario Ministry of the Environment has released the latest news on Smog 

http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php  

 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Click here for the Canadian Bill of Rights You can apply for a review here. 

  

http://www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair
mailto:air@hc-sc.gc.ca
http://www.burnitsmart.org/english/index.html
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php
http://www.eco.on.ca/eng/index.php/environmental-bill-of-rights/about-the-ebr/your-rights-under-the-ebr/apply-for-a-review.php
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U.S. Action Activities 

 
URGENT—Immediate Action ALWAYS Needed 

 
A new EPA-certified wood stove promotion gives a 30% tax credit and a 

huge discount to the public. It is being funded by stimulus money from 

the US government. This flies in the face of the known hazards of wood 

smoke that the EPA acknowledges on their website. If we don‘t stop our 

states‘ stimulus money from funding this major promotion, it will be 

next to impossible to regulate or ban wood burning in any form.  

 

If you have never protested wood smoke or called your public officials 

before, this is the time to do it!   

 
¶ Contact your US Senators and Representatives, as well as your state 

Senators and Representatives and City Council members.  Ask them 

to see that the stimulus money does not go towards this 

promotion.  It is crucial to let your elected officials know that you 

don‘t want the stimulus money used for this promotion in your 

community—but only to apply to gas or electric 

technology.  (California has a change-out program that only allows 

swap-outs to gas or electric.)   

 

¶ Let them know that wood smoke is a major health hazard and is a 
major contributor to global warming.  

 

¶ Send an email to others and ask them for their help too.  (See 

suggested email below). 

 

¶ Be sure to call your US legislators and State legislators and City 

Council Members, to alert them to the problem and asking for their 

help too in keeping new EPA certified wood burning equipment out 

of your community, even if a state-wide promotion allows them. 

 

¶ If we don‘t stop this unthinkable promotion, there is little hope for a 
healthy legacy for our children and grandchildren.  
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Action #1- Suggested message for calling and emailing U.S. legislators 

and state legislators.  Please also relay on to others and urge them to 

contact others.  

 _________________________ 

 

Date: 

 
Dear (elected official): 

 
Please use your influence to disallow stimulus money to be used for EPA 

wood stove promotion in (your state and/or your community.)  

 

According to the EPA‘s own website, wood smoke is a killer responsible 

for premature deaths nation-wide at a rate of 3% of the total deaths 

every year from fine particle pollution. (Harvard School of Public 

Health).   That is close to 73,000 people in the U.S. each year--an 

epidemic!  Wood smoke is extremely hazardous for children, the elderly 

and especially those with asthma.  Asthma is already the number one 

reason for school absenteeism.  It is even implicated in sudden infant 

death syndrome.   

 
Our states are looking for ways to limit fine particulate pollution and 

better air quality.   This should be a ―no-brainer.‖ Wood smoke emits 

over 9,600 % more lead than natural gas, according to the EPA‘s own 

data.  It also emits arsenic, mercury, formaldehyde, polyaromatic 

hydrocarbons and dioxins, persistent organic compounds that do not 

break down in the environment or in human lungs, crops, soil and water 

supply.  See http://BurningIssues.org for the facts.  

  

Please do not allow stimulus money to be used for promoting more 

pollution. 

 

(Sign your name and contact info) 

 

_____________________________ 

  
 

http://burningissues.org/
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About the Editors: 
 

 

 

Shirley Brandie 
   

Ontario Director of Canadian Clean Air 

Alliance http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca  

 

She is retired from a medical laboratory 

and currently doing in-depth research on 

the effects of wood smoke on health and 

the environment.  

 

Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

 

  Minneapolis Julie Mellum

 Julie is a Realtor who knows that wood smoke devalues real 

estate as a ―material fact‖ that can affect a potential buyer‘s 

use and enjoyment of your property.  She continually 

researches the latest science on wood smoke and is a member 

of the Edina, MN Community Health Committee.     

Web site: Take Back the Air 

 

If you would like to have your wood smoke story published, click here to 

email it. 

 

*  We do not accept responsibility for errors in articles submitted for 

publication. It is the responsibility of the author to ensure the facts are, 

to the best of their knowledge, correct. **  

** Please note that articles submitted for publication may be edited for 

grammar, punctuation and sentence structure. 

Send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com  to be added to the mailing 

list. 

 

 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://www.takebacktheair.com/
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
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